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UNDERTRIAL PRISONERS.
There should be a special class of undertrial prisoners for persons of good
social status, education and character and high standard of living for whom separate
accommodation and diet should be the same as in the case of first division prisoners.
The concessions now admissible to all under-trials in Assam are adequate except
that a special class under-trial should be allowed a newspaper from the list approved
by the Government. Adolescents should be separated from adults and men with pre-
vious convictions from others.
The committee agreed generally with the recommedations of the Punjab Jail
Committee as regards the transit of undertrials except that special class undertnals
should travel by intermediate class unless they elect to pay for a higher dass.
The recommendations which this committee adopt are as follows :—
PARADING OF PRISONERS IN  PUBLIC
The main principles to be observed in arrangements for the conveyance of
under-trial prisoners either from the lock-up to the court or on transfer from place
to place should be—
(i) to avoid as far as possible the parading of prisoners in public ; and (2) to
effect journeys or transfers with the greatest speed and the least possible discomfort
to the prisoners.
Closed conveyance should be employed whenever possible for conveying
prisoners from the lock-up to the courts and back when the distance to be covered
is over half a mile.
Night travelling by train should be avoided whenever possible. When it is
unavoidable, double accommodation should be provided. Undertrial prisoners of
the special class should be allowed to travel by intermediate class at Government
expense and by a higher class if they pay the difference in fare.
The committee are aware that the handcuffing of undertrial prisoners is more
the concern of the police than of the Jail department, but they wished to lay stress
on their opinion that under-trial prisoners should only be handcuffed wfeeo
considerations of safe custody imperatively require it and that instruction should
be issued accordingly to superintendents of police and superintendents of jails.
Arrangements for the feeding of undertrial prisoners on transfer are unsatis-
factory. Diet of approximately the same quality and quantity as that applied to
undertrial prisoners in jail should be provided.
Arrangements should be made for supplying undertrial prisoners on transfer
with a sufficient quantity of blankets if they do not possess them.
FEMALE PRISONERS
In cases where a transfer involves a night journey for a female prisoner,
coavicted or undertrial, a female attendant should accompany her in addition to
i&e police. Night journeys for female prisoners should specially be avoided
whenever possible. When in police custody female prisoners should be
accompanied either by a relative or by a temporary female wardress.
IDEALS*
The committee recognise that it is impossible to give full effect to their
proposals without aa extensive reconstruction of the jails in Assam which tiie
|*rtmi*ce cannot at present afford. They have> however, formulated principles as the
ideal to be exnrentually attained and in the meantime to be given effect to so far as
the resources at the disposal of the Government permit

